GREEK SCIENCE: THEOPHRASTUS TO GALEN by unknown
SUMMARY
A case of coarctationi of the aorta in a woman aged sixty is described. She
survived a subarachnoid haemorrhage. Auscultatory and radiological findings in
coarctation are briefly discussed.
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REVIEW
GREEK SCIENCE: THEOPHRASTUS TO GALEN. By Professor Benjamin
Farrington. Pelican Books. ls. 6d.
THIS fascinating little book covers the period beginning in the Lyceum of Athens, after the death
of Aristotle, in 322 B.C., and ending in Rome about A.D. 200. It is a review of Greek science,
comprising such subjects as architecture, astronomy, engineering, geography, grammar, mathe-
matics, music, and medicine, the science with which we are chiefly concerned.
The Lyceum was founded by Aristotle, whose father was a doctor. It was succeeded by the
Museum of Alexandria, established by the Macedonian monarchs, with "a sort of American
opulence." There was established the art of writing treatises, the most famous being that of
Euclid, wvhich entitles this period to be known as the "Age of the Text-book." The text-book had
its origin in practical needs.
Hirophilus (300 B.C.) wrote a "Handbook for Midwives," an example of that "humanitarian
zeal, which shines out of the pages of Greek medicine." He was the father of Neurology and "the
nomenclature of parts of the brain bears traces of his work." His contemporary, Erasistratus,
was the first physiologist. The most important event of these centuries was the steady rise of
Rome to world power. Science became Graco-Roman, and the culture of the Roman world was
bilingual. Cornelius Celsus, a Roman physician, has left us "the best general treatise on medicine
of all the ancients," and Sir Clifford Allbutt has called him the "creator of scientific Latin."
His work was a compilation from various sources, it might serve'as a "manual for a professional
school." He laid "immense emphasis on first-hand clinical observation," and he was "in the
line of the great healers."
Another famous name in Roman medicine is that of Galen (A.D. 129-199). The slow course of
history is illustrated by the fact that, when VTesalius revived the practice of dissection in the
sixteenth century, the work of Galen was, to him, the best anatomical treatise then in existence.
The reputation of Galen in Imperial Rome was immense, and his services were required by the
Emperor Marcus Aurelius, who wanted him as his personal physician, "on an expedition against
the German tribes." It is curious to reflect that, eighteen hundred years later, on his "expeditions
against the German tribes," Winston Churchill was also accompanied by his personal physician.
Professor Farrington, an Irishman, has given us a thoughtful and scholarly recapitulation of
Graco-Roman scientific effort. His book may be warmly recommended to all those who are
interested in the history of medicine. S. I. 1.
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